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vea BiBAia

AnuniTtpng MNatitong, The Large Hermes Heads
of Greece - deciphering these magnificent classi-
Thelt ARG E cal stamps, 240 geAideg, ayyAiki yA\wooa. AidoTaon
HERMES 21,6 x 27,9 ekatooTd, OKANPO £EWPUAAD, EyXpwHN
HEADS of eikovoypdenon. 18wtk ékdoaon, Mdaiog 2024, ISBN
GREECE 979-8-9897891-0-8. Tipr) EUR 95/USD 99 ouv Tayu-
Opouikd. AiaBeon péow ebay.com (H.M.A.), Amazon.
com (H.M.A. kai Kavaddg) kai EAAnviky ®iAoTteAikA
Etaipeia (Eupwytrn kai utrdAOITTEG XWPEG).

O AnunAtpng Matritong, oto BiBAio Tou The Large
Hermes Heads of Greece - deciphering these mag-
nificent classical stamps, TTapouaIAdel PE TTPWTOTUTTO
TPpoTO BIBAIOYpPOQia EVOG OXEDOV aIWVA, OXETIKN ME
TIG MeYAAeg Ke@aAEg Epuny (MKE). O 1ToAuTeARG TOOG
Twv 240 oehidwv TTepIEXEl Eva Bnoaupd TTAnpopopI-
wv. Eivar ypappévog ota AyyAika kai Baoigetal otnv
KAaaiky MeAérn eri tou EAAnvikoU ypauuarooruou Tou
Tpuewva KwvaoTavTividn (1933).

O ouyypagéag diatnpei Tnv TTapadocoiakn katdragn Twyv ekdooewv MKE, mrapabétovTag
TOUG apIBuoUg KaTaTagng 1600 TG MeAETNG, GO0 Kail TG TTI0 oUyXpovng ToepIwTN-KATAAGYouU
Hellas. Eivai TTpo@avng n €mmppor] a1t Toug ueyahoug auyxpovoug epeuvntég Twv MKE, 181-
aitepa a11é Toug Kouvdoupo kai KaAAiyd. Agv TTapouaialovtal avaAuTIKE XOpaKTNPIOTIKG B¢-
OgwV, o@AApaTa TTAGKAG Kal apIBPWYV EAEYXOU, UIAG Kal auTd £xouv dn Teplypagei S1eEodIKA
atéd Toug Kouvdoupo, Basel, MTTéAAa kai GAAoUG.

To BIBAIO ETTIKEVTPWVETAI OTA XOPOKTNPIOTIKA TWV YPAPPATOCTH MWV TTOU €ival KABopIoTIKA
ylo TN OwaoTA Tagivounaon Toug (ekTUTTWON, XapTi, améxpwaon). H alykpion ypauuaTtosruwy
OIAPOPETIKWYV EKOOTEWYV TTOU O€ TTPWTN PATIA EMPAVICOUV TTAPOOIa XOPOKTNPIOTIKA, €ival 1d1-
aitepa XProiun yia véoug CUAAEKTEG. ETITTAEOV, ypauuaTOonua PE eVOIOPEPOUTES TTOIKIAIEG
eKTUTTWONG TTOPATIBEVTAI OTO TEAOG KABE EVOTNTAG.

O1 Baoikég amoxpwoelg Twv MKE trapouacidlovTal oe wTtoypagieg peyalou peyEBoug Kai
uwnAng avaiuong. H amédoon Twv XpwuAaTwy gival yevikd TTOAU TTeTuxnuévn. BéBaia, n atmo-
AuTa TTIOTA avaTtrapaywyr Jag euputatng yKAPog xpwpdatwy Twv MKE gival oxedov aduvarn,
1IB1aiTepa o€ £viutin Jop@ry. MNa 10 Adyo auTtd, 0 GUYYPAPEAG TTPWTOTUTTEI TTAPABETOVTAG KWI-
KoUg QR (QR codes) ato TéAog KGO evoTnTag. Me autdv Tov TPOTTO, BIVETAI GTOV AVAYVWOTN N
duvaToTNTA VA £EETATEI TA YPAPPATOONUA GE NAEKTPOVIKO apXEio TTou dnuioupyndnke atréd Tov
ouyypagEa Pe TN Xpron copwTr) uwnAng eukpivelag. ‘ETol, TG00 o1 AETTTOUEPEIEG TNG EIKOVAG,
600 KAl Ol ATTOXPWOEIG, TTPO0EYYICOUV TTEPICTATEPO TNV TTPAYHATIKOTNTA. MpOKETal yia pia on-
MAVTIKI) KaIVOTOHid, éva «JwVTavO» NAEKTPOVIKO ApxeEio Je BuvATOTNTA AVAVEWONG MEAAOVTIKA.

O1 teAeutaieg 50 oeAideg Tou BIBAiou gival aQiepwEVES O XPOIUa BEUATA VIO TOUG GUA-
AékTeg Twv MKE, 0TTwg n ei0aywyn oTIG KAAOIKEG TPPAYIdES, OTA TAXUSPOMIKA TEAN Kal OTA
TTAQOTA i} TTAPATTOINUEVA YPAPMATOON KA, KOBWGS KOl 0 avaAuTIKa diaypduuata tagivounong.
To kepdAaio TTOU €ival aPIEPWHPEVO OTN XPAON TEXVNTHG vonuoouvng yia TV KAtatagn Twv
MKE e¢ivai rpwtotropiakd. O1 0dnyieg yia Tov TTPOCdIOPIGUO TOU XPWHATOG KAl TOU TTaxX0oug
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TOU XOpPTIOU €ival KAAOYPAPMEVES KAl IBIAITEPWG EUTTPOOOEKTEG. AV aVAAOYIOTEI KAVEIG Ta Te-
XVOAOYIKG pECQ TTOU £XOUME ONPEPA aTn BIABeaN pag, dev @aiveTal TTa AoyIkO va e¢eTAdoupE
Ta KAOOIKG ypapuoTéonua Bacifopevol uévo «oTo PATI KOl OTO XEPI».

O ouyypo@£ag aTToPeUyEl TIG TIPOCWTTIKEG OTTOWEIG TIAVW OE AP@IAEYOPEVa BEUATA, OAAG
TTPOOPEPEI EUOTOXEG VUEEIG, OTTWG YIa TTAPASEIYUa OTNV TTEPITITWON TwV TAETTTWV TNG TTEPI-
6dou 1871-72 Kal Twv 2AeTTTWV TNG TTEPIGdOU 1875-80 ypappaTooiywy, yia Ta OTroid Trapa-
MEVOUV EPWTNUATIKG OXETIKA PE TO XPOVO £KO0ONG/KUKAOPOpPIag Toug, KaBwWG Kal yia To av
TTPAYHATIKG aTTOTEAOUV EEXWPIOTEG KATNYyOopieg oTnV KaTaTagn Twv MKE.

To BiBAio evtuTtwaiddel atmd Tnv apxn HEXP! TO TEAOG. To GUAAEKTIKO TTaB0G Tou K. MaTriton
Kal N onuacia 1Tou divel aTn AeTrTouépeia ival ékdnAa ae kaBe aehida Tou BIBAiou, To oTToio
avauéveTal va yivel €pyo avagopdg aTn BiBAloypagia Twv MKE. ZuvioTdrtal avem@UAakTa, oxl
povo otoug oulékTeG MKE, aAAG kal o 6Aoug dooug ayatrolv 1o EAANVIKS ypappatéonuo
| Tov KAGOIkO @iIAoTeAIouS. 'Evag atrd Toug oTOX0oUG Tou CUYYpagEéa gival n evBdppuvaon vEwv
OUAAEKTWV Kal n dnpioupyia peAAovTIKwY epeuvnTav MKE. Agv £xw kapid ap@iBoAia Twg Ba
Tov TETUXEL. Tou agidouv Bepud ouyxapnTrpia.

AHMOZXOENHX IZKOX

Dimitris Papitsis, The Large Hermes Heads of Greece - deciphering these magnificent
classical stamps, 240 pages, in English. Size 8.5x11 inches, hardbound, in color. Private
issue, May 2024, ISBN 979-8-9897891-0-8. At the price of EUR 95/USD 99 plus shipping
cost. Available for ordering through ebay.com (U.S.A.), Amazon.com (U.S.A. and Canada)
and the Hellenic Philotelic Society (Europe and the rest of the world).

In his book, The Large Hermes Heads of Greece - deciphering these magnificent classical
stamps, Dimitris Papitsis presents in an innovative way nearly 100 years of bibliography
pertaining to the Large Hermes Heads (LHH). The luxurious 240-page volume is a treasure
trove of useful information. It is written in English and is based on the classic Study of Greek
stamps by Tryfonas Konstantinidis (1933).

The author follows the traditional classification of the LHH printings and includes
classification listings from both the Study and the more contemporary Tseriotis-Hellas
catalogue. The influence of great contemporary LHH researchers is evident throughout the
book, especially of Coundouros and Calliga. Plate position characteristics, control number
errors and plate flaws are not described in detail, as they were previously published by
Coundouros, Basel, Bellas and others.

The book’s focus is on stamp characteristics that are key to the correct classification
(printing, paper, shade). Comparison of stamps from various printings, which often appear
similar on first look, will be particularly valuable for novice collectors. Stamps with interesting
printing varieties are presented at the end of each chapter.

The basic LHH shades are shown in beautiful, large, high-resolution photographs. Color
reproduction is generally very successful. It is well-known, of course, that extremely accurate
reproduction of the wide color spectrum of LHH is nearly impossible in printed form. For this
reason, the author does something revolutionary by including QR codes at the end of each
chapter. As a result, the reader can view the stamps in an image library generated by the
author using a high-resolution scanner. Color and detail of the original are therefore more
closely attainable. This is a significant advancement which also creates a “living” electronic
document capable of future updates.

The last 50 pages are devoted to useful subjects for LHH collectors, such as an
introduction to classical postmarks, postal rates, detection of fake or altered stamps as well
as detailed classification diagrams. The chapter devoted to the use of artificial intelligence
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in LHH classification is revolutionary. Chapters on color and paper thickness measurements
are well-written and especially welcomed. Considering today’s technological means, it seems
outdated to continue to evaluate classical stamps only by eye and feel.

The writer avoids expressing personal views on debated issues but on occasion offers
astute comments as, for example, in the case of the 1871-72 1 lepton and 1875-80 2 lepta.
Unanswered questions remain regarding these stamps, such as when exactly they were
printed/circulated and whether they truly represent individual categories in LHH classification.

In summary, the book impresses from the beginning to the end. Mr. Papitsis’ passion for the
LHH as well as his attention to detail are evident in every page of his book which is expected
to become a reference work in the LHH literature. It can be recommended without reservation
not only for LHH collectors but for all those who love Greek stamps or classical philately. One
of the author’s goals is to encourage new collectors and generate future researchers of LHH.
| have no doubt he will succeed. He fully deserves warm congratulations.

DEMOSTHENES ISKOS





