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[Toik1Aies xapuou ka1
EKTUIIMONS TOV IPOTOV
exkd0oemV s asias

v 2\ tov Meydlov
Kepalov tou Eppn

amo Tov AnuiTen Matriton

Ymapxouv did@opeg TTOIKIAiEG Twv Meyd-
Awv KepaAwv Tou Eppur) (MKE) oxeTIKEG pE
NV TAGKa 1 TN pEBOSO ekTUTTWONG (OPAA-
paTta TTAGKOG, YPOUPwTS BAB0g, dITTAR eKTU-
TTWON KATT.) KaI JE TNV UQR/TTAXOG TOU Xap-
TIOU TTou TTEPIAapBAavovTal aToug EAANVIKOUG
EUTTOPIKOUG  KOTOAOYOUG  YPOAUUOTOCT MWV
(Hellas, Epung, BAaotdg). Kamoieg ammd au-
TEG avagépovTal, aAAd dev TipoAoyouvTal,
eV GAAEG €xouv KaTnyoploTroinBei kal SI0BE-
TOUV TTPOTEIVOUEVEG TIMEG.

2710 GpBpo auTd Ba eCTIGCOUNE GE BUO TTOI-
KIAigg TTOU BV £X0UV avapepBei aTo TTAPEABOY,
oUTE O€ EUTTOPIKOUG KATAAGYOUG aAAG oUTE Kal
oTn @IAoTeAIKA BIBAIoypagia yia Tnv agia Twv
2 AETITWV: OTO KATOKOPUPO YPOPPWTO Babog
OTIG TTAPIOIVEG EKOOTEIG KAl OTO XOVTPO XOPTi
OTIG TIPOCWPIVEG aBNVAiKEG EKDOTEIG.

MoikiAieg BaBoug (peTaAAiou)

21N @IAoTeAIKN BIBAIOypaQia, TO KOTOKO-
pupa ypaupwto BaBog oTig MKE avagépeTal
ouvnBwG wg «KABETA YpauuwTO BABOG pe-
TaAAioux». QaTdoo, ol ypaupég Tou Bev eival
EMOAVEIG TTAVTO YOVO OTO PETAAAIO, dnAadn
OoTNV KUKAIKA TTEPIOXT TTOU TTEPIKAEIEI TNV Ké-
@aAr Tou Eppun, aAAd pTTopei va gival opatég
KaI OTa UTTOAOITTO ETTOPKWG JEAAVWHEVD TUN-
pata piag MKE, 6Trwg autd TnG dvw Kail KaTw
emypapns. O1 ypapPWoEeIG QUTEG PTTOPE va
€ival KaTakOPUPEG 1 OpICOVTIEG, HE TIG TEAEU-
Taieg va atravtolv oxedOV ATTOKAEIOTIKA OTnV
agia Tou 1A OTIG OPIOTIKEG/OUVEXEIG EKDOTEIG
ABnvwv.

Paper and printing
varieties of the early
printings of the 2 lepta
Large Hermes

Heads

by Dimitris Papitsis

Large Hermes Heads (LHH) varieties
related to the plate/printing process (plate
flaws, lined background, double printing, etc.)
or paper texture or thickness are included in
Greek commercial catalogs (Hellas, Hermes,
Viastos). Some are included but not priced,
while others are listed with suggested prices.

In this article, we will focus on two pre-
viously unreported varieties, either in com-
mercial catalogs or philatelic literature, of the
2 lepta denomination: vertically lined back-
ground in Paris printings and thick paper in
provisional Athens printings.

Eik. 1: Napioivo 2\ pe eavég Kal EVTovo
YPOUHWTO BAB0G, oe AeTrTd XapTi (59).

Fig. 1: A Paris 1861 2| stamp with visible, intense

vertically-laid background printed on thin paper (59u).
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To ypaupwtd BaBog £xel amodobei aTnv
uon evog MAAPATOG (€i00G UPATPATOG), TTOU
opoladel ye To0Xa, TO OTTOI0 XPNOIYOTToIRON-
KE KATA TN BIAPKEIA TNG EKTUTTWONG KATW aTTO
TO XOPTi, TIPOKEIMEVOU VO PETPIAOTEI N TTiEoN
TNG TUTTOYPA®PIKNG TTAGKAG TTAVW O€ auTO Kal
va amodoBoUv cwaTd KATTOIO CUYKEKPIPEVA
TuAMaTa Tou oxediou’. H xpAon mARuaTog
eival Baoiké THAPA TNG «UOAAKAG» PeBOOOU
€KTUTTWONG, N OTToIO XPNOIMOTIOINONKE €iTe
MEPIKWG OTIG TTPOCWPIVEG €KOOTEIS (O€ Bor)-
Be1a TG «oKkAnprG» peBddou, TNV oTToia Ba
AVAPEPOUPE APECWS META, OTIG TTAPIOIVEG
€kdO0EIG) €iTe TTANPWG, EEKIVWVTAG aTTd TIG
OUVEXEIG WG Kal TIG TEAEUTAIEG aBNVATKES €K-
000¢Ig (e EAAXIOTEG EVOIAUETEG ECAIPETEIG).

H ypdupwon eivalr ouxvd eppavg opo-
T, OANG O€ KATTOIEG TTEPITITWOEIG WTTOPE]
va gival Kal TToAU ayvry, ammaItwvTag UWnAnig
avaAuong odpwaon (scanning) A 1I0XuUpr Me-
yéBuvon. MNa kaToloug TTaparnenTég, n O¢é-
aon plog MKE atré amdéoTtoon Ptropei oTnv
TTPAYUOTIKOTNTA VA KATAOTACE! TTIO EPQAVEG
TO YPOPPWTO BABoG.

Mapioivég ekdooeig 1861

H oxAnpry péBodog ekTUTTWONG, TTOU
xpnoiuotroinénke ato Mapiol, dev amaitei TN
xpron TAAuaTog?. Qg ek TouTou, n UTrapén
TroikINiag MKE pe Katokopu®a ypaupwTo
(A kal wabwTé/«quadrillé»)® B&dog eival un
avapevouevn o€ otroladnATToTE agia TTou Tu-
TTwenke aTo Mapiol.

Map’ 6Aa autd, n TTOPOUCia TOU KOTOKO-
puUPa ypoupwToU Kal Tou wabwTtol Bdaboug
oTig agieg Twv 1, 5 kar 20A gival yvwaoTh a11d
maAid. Mia Aoyikr €€flynon yI' auté 1o @aivo-
MEVO PTTOPEI Va gival n TTapadoxr TTwg UTTAp-

1 KwvaoTavTividng, Tpuewv, MeAérn emri Tou eAAn-

vikoU ypauparoaniou, Mépog I, EAAnvikr ®iAo-
TeAikn) ETaipeia, ABriva 1933, 0. 75-76.
2 Ibid, 0. 73-74.

To waBwTd (quadrillé) Bd&6og eival pia TOIKI-
Aia TTOU opoIGZel e ouvduaoud KATakOpuPa
Kal opifdvTia ypappwToU BdBoug, mlavoéTaTa
AOyw TNG XpnRong TMAAUOTOG avTioToIXNG UPAG
KATA TNV EKTUTTWOT).

Background varieties

In philatelic literature, vertically-lined
background is usually referred to as “vertically
lined medallion.” However, lines (streaks) are
not evident only on the medallion, the circular
area encompassing Hermes’ head, but are
also present on other sufficiently inked sec-
tions of an LHH stamp, such as the top and
bottom inscription areas. These lines can be
vertical or horizontal, the latter being present
almost exclusively in the 1 lepton denomina-
tion of the Athens consecutive printings.

The linear background has been attrib-
uted to the texture of felt—a type of blanket
used under the sheet during printing to re-
lieve plate pressure and to facilitate the ren-
dering of specific segments of the design’.
The use of felt is an integral element of the
“soft” printing process and was used either
partially during the provisional Athens print-
ings (to “assist” the “hard” method which will
be discussed next, at the Paris printing sec-
tion) or entirely, starting from the consecutive
printings until the final Athens printings (with
few exceptions in between).

The lining is often clearly apparent but
other times only barely visible, requiring
high-resolution scanning or powerful mag-
nification. For some observers, seeing the
stamp from a distance may provide a better
sense of the presence of a lined background.

1861 Paris printings

The hard method of printing, employed
in Paris, does not require the use of a felt2.
As such, the presence of a vertically-lined (or
“quadrillé”) background is unexpected in the
denominations printed in Paris.

T Constantinides Tryphon. Etude sur les timbres-

poste de la Gréce, Partie |, Hellenic Philatelic
Society, Athens 1933, pp. 75-76.

2 Ibid, pp. 73-74.

The “quadrillé” (meshed) background is a vari-
ety that looks like a combination of a vertically -
and horizontally -laid background, possibly due
to the usage of a felt of a similar texture during
printing.
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&e MEPIKN 1 ATTOOTIOOMATIKA XPAON €VOG
AETTTOU TTIAAPATOG KATA TN SIGPKEIA THG EKTU-
TTWaonNG, iIowg yia va atraAelpBoulv ol TBaveg
APVNTIKEG ETTITITWOEIG TG XPONG TNG OKAN-
pNG peBAdouU, €1I0IKA AOyw TNG OTIATTVOTNTAG
Kal TNG AETTTOTNTAG TOU XOPTIOU TWV TTAPIOI-
Vv MKE#. ATT6 TNV GAAN, o1 ETITITWOEIS TNG
OKANPAG peBBdOU, OTTWG O TTEPIYUPOG YUpW
atré TNV KeQaAn Tou Epuni kal o1 «§aoTrpl-
OPEVEGY YWVIEG, ATAV OUXVA E€UPAVEIG OTIG
QUECWG ETTOUEVEG EKDOOEIG, TIG KOKEKTUTTEG
TTPOCOWPIVEG ABNVAiKEG.

H TTapouacia kataképu@a ypauuwToU Ba-
Boug otnv agia Twv 2\ dev £Xel KATAYPAPE]
MEXPI Twpa oTn @IAOTEAIKA BIBAIoypagia (Pe
eCaipeon TNV Trapouoia TroikiAia quadrillé n
oTToia avapEPETAl OTN HEAETN Tou DwTIGdN)®.
O ypdowv gixe TTapaTnEAoEl aUTA TNV TTOIKIAIQ
atro 10 2021 o€ Aayvo dnuoTTpaciag TTou KEP-
di0€®. ApyoTepa BpéBnKkav Kal TrEPIyPAPNKavV
Kal GAAa avTiTuTTa, éva €K TWV OTTOIWV TTOU-
ABnke aTn dnuotrpaaia 700 (Tng 1.10.2022)
Tou oikou KapapATtoou. H omavidthta (kai
EUTTOPIKN agia) TNG OUYKEKPIYEVNG TTOIKIAIOG
givar dUokoAo va ekTIuNBei. TéTolou €idoug
TTOIKINIEG EKTUTTWOEWV, OTTWG N KATAKOPUPA A
opIOVTIO YPOUPWTEG, eV TIHOAoyoUvTal aTrd
TOUG EPTTOPIKOUG KATAAOYOUG, TTANV TNG EVTU-
TIWOIAKAG TTOIKIANIaG Twv wabwTtwyv 1, 20 Kai
30A TTou TUTTWBNKaV TNV ABriva o€ TTPWIHPEG
Kal UOTEPEG EKTUTTWTIKEG TTEPIGBOUG.

Mpoowpivég abnvaikég ekdooeig 1861-62

Aev éxel avaeepbei atn BIBAIoypagia
YPAUUWTO PETAAAIO OTnV adia Twv 2A OTIg
TTPOCWPIVEG abnvaikég ekdoaelg. Autd dev
atrokAgiel Tnv mMOavéTnTa UTrapéng auTng
TNG TIOIKINIQG. ZTnV TTPAYHATIKOTNTA, E€ival

4 Calliga, Stephano, The stamps of the Large
Hermes Head 1861-1886, Athens 2012, 0. 27.

5 Pnotiadis, George, The first Athens issue of
the Large Hermes Heads of Greece, Royal
Philatelic Society, London 1965, o. 20.

H 1TpWwTn avagopd Tng TToIKIAiag gixe dnuoaCIEU-
Tei 07O online @IAoTeAIKO pdpoup “Philotelistes”
(https://philotelists.forumgreek.com/t246p220-
topic).

Nonetheless, the presence of vertically-
lined and quadrillé backgrounds has been
known for a long time, in the 1, 5, and 20I
denominations. A logical explanation of this
phenomenon is the partial or intermittent
usage of a thin felt during printing, possibly
to mitigate the negative impact of the hard
method — especially considering the glossi-
ness and slimness of the paper used in Par-
is*. On the other hand, hard method printing
side effects, such as contour around Hermes’
head and “whitish” spandrels (corners), were
often evident in the coarse provisional Ath-
ens printings that followed.

The existence of vertically-lined back-
ground in the 2 lepta denomination has not
been previously recorded in philatelic litera-
ture (excluding the similar quadrillé variety,
which is mentioned in Photiadis’ study)®. The
author first observed this variety in 2021 in
an auction lot he won®. Additional copies
later appeared and described, such as one
sold in Karamitsos Auction 700 (October 1,
2022). The rarity (and commercial value) of
this variety is difficult to estimate. Printing va-
rieties, such as horizontally or vertically-lined
background are not priced in commercial cat-
alogs, except for the impressive quadrillé 1,
20, and 30l stamps printed in Athens at early
and later printing periods.

Provisional (first) Athens printings,
1861-62

Lined background has not been recorded
in the 2| stamps of the provisional Athens
printings. This does not necessarily exclude
the possibility this variety exists; in fact, it
likely exists, considering that in this period

4 Calliga, Stephano, The stamps of the Large
Hermes Head 1861-1886, Athens 2012, p. 27.

Photiadis, George, The first Athens issue of the
Large Hermes Heads of Greece, Royal Phila-
telic Society, London 1965, p. 20.

The first report of this variety was reported at the
online philatelic forum “Philotelistes” (https://
philotelists.forumgreek.com/t246p220-topic).

5
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TTOAU IBavé va uTtdpxel, aQoU GE auTH TNV
mepiodo TuTTWwBNnKav MKE kai pe Tn XprRon
AeTITOU TAAUaTOG’ .

MoikiAieg Tradoug XapTioU

O opIoudg Tou AETTTOU 1) XOVTPOoU XapTioU
éxel 50Bei kaTTWg aubaipeta ae TTponyoUpeE-
VEG QPINOTENIKEG PHEAETEG KAl EPTTOPIKOUG KATO-
Adyoug. To tréyog Tou XapTioU dev TV OOI-
6uop@o Kab’ 6An Tn didpKela Twv 25 xpoOvwv
ekTUTTWONG TWV MKE. X€¢ KATTOIEG CUYKEKPI-
MEVEG EKTUTTWTIKEG TTEPIODOUG, OTTWG TT.X.
oTnV TTapIcivh Tou 1876, uttdpyel TTOAU HIKPA
dlakupavon TTaYXouG, eV 0 AANEG UTTAPXEI
peyaAuTtepn. Ma mopddeiypa, n agia Twv 2A
oTig Tapioivég MKE Tou 1861 éxel TuttwOEi
0€ KAVOVIKO, AETTTO Kal XOVTPO XOpTie.

O katdAoyog Hellas dev TTEPIEXEl TTOIKI-
ANigg xapTioU yia TIG TTPOCWPIVEG aBnVaikeg
EKTUTTWOEIG YIa TNV agia Twv 2A, vl 01 Ka-
TédAoyol Epung kal BAaotég avag@épouv uovo
TNV UTTapgn ToIKIAioG AeTrToU XapTioU (KATw
amré 60y). Eival agloonueiwTto TTwg o Hellas
opiCel TO XovTpo XapTi oTa 85y Kal Avw, EVW
ol Epunc kai BAaotdg ota 90u. Auth n dilago-
pd oTov opiopd egnyei MOavwg TNV EAAEIWN

7 Calliga, Stephano, The stamps of the Large
Hermes Head—Early Athenian Period 1861-
1863, Athens 2011, 0. 8.

Bdoel Tou katahdyou Hellas, 1o TTaxog Tou Ae-
TIToU XapTioU opicetal wg 60y, Tou Kavovikou
60.1uy wg 85p Kkai Tou xovTpou >85.1y. 10 TTa-
POV apBpo, XPNOIKOTIOIOUVTAl QUTEG Ol TIMEG YIa
TNV Katatagn Twv 2A g€ xovipod ) AeTrTé XapTi.
To 1p (micron/pikpov) eival ico pe 0,001mm,
onAadn éva XINoaTo Tou XIAIooToU.

a felt was partially/intermittently used during
the printing process’.

Paper thickness varieties

The definition of thin or thick paper has
been somewhat arbitrarily presented in pre-
vious studies and commercial catalogs. Pa-
per thickness was not uniform during the
25 years of LHH printings. During specific
printings, such as Paris 1876, there is little
variation in paper thickness, while in others,
there is significant. For example, the 2 lepta
denomination in Paris 1861 printings exists
in normal, thin, and thick paper8.

Hellas catalog does not list paper vari-
eties in the Athens provisional printings of
the 2| denomination, whereas Hermes and
Vlastos incorporate only the thin paper va-
riety (below 60y). Of note, Hellas defines
thick paper as 85u and above, while both
Hermes and Vlastos use 90u and above.
This difference in definition likely explains
the lack of thick paper listings in the latter
catalogs for any printing. In general, LHH
with thickness above 90p are very rare in
any printing period.

Eik. 2: TlpoowpIvo 2\ o€ XovTpo
XOPTi, METPNUEVO OTNV KATW

0eIG ywvia Tou Pe TN Xxpron
MIKpOPETPOU, pE TTaxog 0,086mm
(86M).

Fig. 2: A thick-paper 2| provisional
stamp measured at its bottom right
corner by the micrometer, showing
0.086mm (86y) paper thickness.

Calliga, Stephano, The stamps of the Large
Hermes Head — Early Athenian Period 1861-
1863, Athens 2011, p. 8.

Hellas defines thin paper as up to 60y, normal
as 60.1p to 85 and thick as >85.1y. In this ar-
ticle, these values have been used to classify
2| stamps on thin or thick paper; 1y (micron) is
equal to 0.001mm.
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TTOIKINIOG XOvTpoU XapTioU o€ auToUg TOug
KOTOAOYOUG yia OAeg TIG TTEPIOdOUG. [evIKd,
MKE pe téayog avw Twv 90y gival TToAU oTTd-
VIEG O€ OTTOIOdNTTOTE EKTUTTWTIKI TTEPiodO.

Mapioivég ekdooeig 1861

O1 TroIKIAieG AeTTTOU Kail XovTpoU xapTioU
oTa TapIcIvd gival yvwaoTEG atrd TTOAU TTa-
A& kai &gv aTToTEAOUV KATTOIO GTTAVIOTNTA.
270 TTapdV Apbpo dev Ba aoyxoAnBolpe pe
QUTEG TIG TTOIKIAIEG YIO TNV EKTUTTWTIKA TTE-
piodo Tou 1861, apou dev UTTAPXEI KATTOIO
véa TTAnpo@opia.

Mpoowpivég abnvaikég ekdooeig 1861-62

>& PETPNOEIG TTOU £yivav g€ TTARBOG avTi-
TUTTWV aTré TPEIG GUAAOYEG Kal o€ oUVOAO
107 TTpocwpPIVWV SIAETTTWY (KAKEKTUTTWYV Kal
emueANUéVWY), TO TTAYXOG TOou XapTioU UTTo-
AoyioTnke katd péco 6po oTa 69y, TIUNA OXeE-
TIKG PIKPRA O€ Ox€0n Y AAAEG ekDOOEIG. ETITG
avtitutta BpéBnkav e AeTrtd xapTi (atmd 55
w¢ 59u) kai Tpia ae xovTpod (85 wg 92).

O1 PeTPNOEIG TTAXOUG TTPAYUATOTTOIN6N-
KOV PE TN XPAoN KAAIUTTPAPIOHEVOU NAEKTPO-

1861 Paris printings

Thin and thick paper varieties have been
long known in Paris printings and are not
considered particularly scarce. We will not
delve into these varieties in this article since
no new information is available.

1861-62 provisional Athens printings

In measurements made on copies belong-
ing to three LHH collections, in a total of 107
provisional (coarse and fine) 2| copies, the av-
erage thickness of the paper was estimated at
69y, which is relatively low value compared to
other denominations and printings. There are
seven copies on thin (55 to 59u) paper and
three copies on thick (85 to 92u).

Paper thickness measurements were
performed using a calibrated Mitutoyo elec-
tronic micrometer with 1y accuracy. In this
article, we excluded mint stamps with gum,
as obtaining accurate measurements in
these cases is impossible, due to gum pres-
ence. Reported paper thickness is the aver-
age of at least two measurements (usually
more than four) . Areas with paper irregulari-

Eik. 3: Npoowpivég MKE 2\ o€ AeTIT Kai XovTpO XapTi, 6TTwG paivovtal verso. Me TrpwTn patid dev
@aivovTal HEYAAEG SIaPOPES OTO TTAXOG.

Fig. 3: Thin- and thick-paper 2l provisional LHH as seen verso. An initial visual examination does not
show significant thickness differences.

9 To xapti Twv MKE pTopei va Trapoucilel avo-
UOIOHOPQO TTAX0G OTNV ETTIPAVEIG TOU.

9 LHH paper may exhibit minor variation in thick-
ness throughout its area.
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VIKOU pikpopéTpou Mitutoyo, akpifeiag 1y.
210 TTapdv dApbpo, efaipéoape Ta acPpdyi-
OTO YPAPUATOONUA PE YOUQ, apou d¢gv gival
duvard va mapBolv akpIBeig PETPATEIG O€
autd Aoyw Tng Trapouciag youag. O1 ava-
PePOBEITEG TINEG TTAXOUG XAPTIOU TTPOKUTITOUV
aTro Tov YECO OpO TOUAAYXIOTO dUO PETPHOE-
WV ava ypappatéonuo (ouvnbwg TTavw atro
1é00epic). TMeploxég o1 oToieg TrEPIEiXaV
HOP@OAOYIKEG DIAKUUAVOEIG (avAyAU®O, eAal-
woeIg N Baplég agpayioelg, AeTTTUVOEIG, TOO-
KiopoTa, oxIoiyaTa, UTTOAEIJPOTO OapVIEPAG
r YOUOG) aTTo@eUxOnKaV.

Mepikég @opég, katoleg MKE karardo-
govTal o€ KaTtnyopia xapTioU Bacel apng Kal
XWPIG TN Xpron eCeIdIKEUPEVWY OpyAvwy.
AuoTuxwg, auth n YéBodog PTropei va Kata-
Niel oe AavBaopéva atroteAéoparta, agou
gival yvwaTo om kamoieg MKE Tutrwenkav o
OUOKAUTITO XAPTi, TO OTTOI0 OPOIAEl hE XO-
VvTIPO oTnV agn, aAAd dev gival. ATTo Tnv GAAn
MEPIA, MEPIKEG QOPEG TOOO TO idl0 TO XAPTI
600 Kal N TTapouCia EAAIWOWY EKTUTTWOEWY
N oepayicewv divouv TNV eviUTTWON WIKPOU
TTAX0UG, XWPIg auTtd va 1oxUel aTNV TTPAEN.

Mpoooxn atraiteital otnv ayopd TETOIWV
TTOIKINIWY, €18IKA 6Tav gival dyvwaoTog 1 un
OUYKEKPIPEVOG O TPOTTOG PETPNONG TOU TTA-
XOUG TTOU €xe€l Yivel aTTé ToV TTWANTNA (YIa TTa-
pAdeIyUa, PE TN XPAON opydvou AyvwoTng
MOoTOTNTAG, aKPIBEIag kal puBuIoNg).

O ouyypogéag Ba ABeAE va euXapIOTATEI
Tov Ao loKo yia Tn onuavTikr Tou Bonbeia
gTNV avaokKoTNon Tou apbpou.

ties (relief, heavy or oily cancellations, thins,
creases, tears, hinge, or gum remnants)
were avoided.

Sometimes, LHH stamps are categorized
as having thin or thick paper by manual ex-
amination without employing specialized in-
struments. Unfortunately, this method may
lead to incorrect results, as LHH stamps
were occasionally printed on stiff paper —
one that looks and feels thick, but it is not.
Conversely, certain paper varieties, as well
oily printings or postmarks, may give the
false impression of thinness.

Caution is recommended when purchas-
ing such varieties, especially when the meas-
urement method or device employed by the
seller is unknown or is imprecisely specified
(for example, measured by an instrument of
unknown fidelity, accuracy, and calibration
status).

The author would like to thank Demos
Iskos for his significant help in reviewing this
article.



